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Hello! Welcome to the 2011/2012 edition of Hik-up. For those of you new to the 

club, my compliments to your impeccable taste in hiking clubs! Those of you not yet 

members, read on to find out why youôd be foolish not to join! 

 

Explorers is easily one of the most active and friendly societies youôll find here at 

Bristol. Weôre out every term-time weekend rambling across the length and breadth 

of this green and pleasant land, from the mountains of the Lake District to the pasty-

riddled coast of Cornwall, to the rolling hills of the Cotswolds. We cater for all 

walking abilities from those who like insanely long hikes, to those who prefer a brief 

amble before sinking into a pint of ale or a cup of tea.  

 

Weôre also very active throughout the week 

with our incredibly packed and varied social 

calendar and Wednesday afternoon walks, 

including the ever popular night-time walk 

and treasure hunt events. 

 

Last year we could be found: fooling around 

in a playground in the Wye Valley, 

mercilessly pelting each other with snowballs 

in Leigh Woods, being chased by mad cows 

in Gower, scrambling up mountains in 

Snowdonia, learning about every type of rain 

imaginable amid the stunning scenery of the 

High Tatras in Slovakia, and locked in Wills 

Memorial building after dark with cider and 

pork at our annual BBQ. 

 

Weôre a friendly bunch, so come along to see 

us at the Colston Arms on Monday 

lunchtimes, or one of our walks or socials to 

talk about the club, trips, or whatever takes 

your fancy, and be sure to check our 

regularly updated website 

(www.explorersclub.co.uk) for information 

on our term programme, galleries and other 

delights. 

 

Happy exploring, 

 

Carl. 

http://www.explorersclub.co.uk/


                                                          

    

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Explorers Ex plained  

Explorers is the University of Bristolôs hiking and hill-walking club ï and as such, we 

go to places as varied as Snowdonia, Abergavenny, the Lake District, to even the 

Pyrenees and the Tatras. However, thatôs not all that we do; we also have regular 

socials (once a week), which have a warm and welcoming atmosphere: weôre always 

happy to see new recruits! 

 

We have several different types of walk; the Wednesday walks are typically the 

shortest. They take place on Wednesday afternoons, so as not to take up too much time 

ï as small a chunk of Explorers as you can get, this is the ideal use of your time on 

your free afternoon! We will usually take public transport out somewhere and walk 

back (or vice versa). The cost of the walk is simply that of the public transport used. 

 

We have one walk per week at the weekends. Often, these will be a day walk using 

public transport, allowing us to go a little further afield. Usually, we will meet at 

8:30am (often at Temple Meads Station), and go to such places as the Mendips, the 

Cotswolds, and Abergavenny (among others). As with the Wednesday walks, the cost 

is simply the cost of the public transport, which is usually less than £10. 

Several times a term, we get the 

use of a minibus, which allows 

us to take our day trips a little 

further afield. We meet at 

similar times, with two pick-up 

points; one outside Churchill 

Hall, in Stoke Bishop, and one 

in the centre of university, 

outside the Merchant Venturers 

Building. These trips cost £10, 

and regular haunts include 

Gower, the Brecons, and 

Exmoor. 
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The weekend trips, which typically take 

place once or twice per term, are the biggest 

trips in term-time, cost £45 (apart from 

Cornwall, which will be a little more), and 

take you to places such as the Peak District, 

the Lake District, and Snowdonia. 



                                                          

    

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

You will need to sign up to 

trips ï information about how 

to do so will be sent out by me 

in the weekly publicity. 

Numbers of contacts will be 

provided in the email as well. 

 

Finally, say hello to our 

mascot, Henrietta! 

Some general advice; you need to 

have some level of equipment 

(albeit minimal): sturdy walking 

boots (preferably waterproof, as 

Iôve learnt!), waterproofs, a good 

hearty packed lunch, plenty of 

water, a rucksack to carry it in, 

some money for post-walk 

refreshments if you so wish, no 

jeans (heavy when wet ï miserable), 

and definitely no Ugg boots! 

Further advice will be given by 

David in the following section ï he 

is wise, listen to him! 

Finally, the fabled Summer Trip; 

this is the biggest undertaking by 

Explorers ï we will send 

information about the price and 

the place nearer the time, but rest 

assured that if youôre even 

vaguely serious about walking 

this will be an awesome 

experience! Last year, we visited 

the Tatras, and the year before, 

the Pyrenees ï where this year? 

Well, weôre always open to 

suggestions! 
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