
BIRTHA
Since its launch
in October
2004, BIRTHA
has moved from
strength to

strength, and life in the Faculty of
Arts is now almost unimaginable
without it.This spectacular progress
is due in very large measure to the
efforts of two individuals:
BIRTHA’s first Director, Charles
Martindale, and the BIRTHA
Administrator, Samantha Barlow.
I am very grateful to Charles and to
Sam for laying the foundations of
such a successful operation, and it is
both a privilege and a challenge to
take over the directorship of
BIRTHA at such a promising time.
Charles will no doubt be a difficult
act to follow, but fortunately Sam
remains with us, and as colleagues
around the Faculty know, she is
very much the life and soul of
BIRTHA’s activities.As we now
move into the second phase of
BIRTHA’s existence, it is crucial to
maintain the excitement and
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dynamism that have been
generated. BIRTHA remains
resolutely committed to supporting
and promoting research in the
Faculty of Arts, through a wide
variety of schemes and activities.
Details of these can be found on
the BIRTHA website, which I
encourage you all to bookmark
and to consult regularly.The site
also offers a great deal of
information about research
funding, Faculty themes, seminars,
conferences and other events.This
year, our funding has been
increased, and we shall be looking
to build on the significant successes
that have been achieved so far.The
new office at 3 Woodland Road has
now been set up as part of the
Faculty suite, and Sam is happy to
welcome colleagues there. For my
part, I am keen to talk to colleagues
about their research needs, and
would welcome all suggestions for
BIRTHA’s future development.
Please do contact us with your
ideas.

Director: Professor Tim Unwin, Department of French
(T.A.Unwin@bristol.ac.uk)

t is difficult at the moment to think about faculty
research without being hijacked by the Research
Assessment Exercise; and indeed preparation for

the RAE has taken up a large amount of time and
patience on the part of colleagues, for which I am
extremely grateful. I think we are as well positioned as
we can be, bearing in mind the small size of many of
our units, to make a good showing. However, what is
much more important is that we continue to develop
our research strategy – and the resources to support
that strategy – into the future.There are two aspects to
this.The first is people; and I am pleased to say that we
have made a number of remarkable new appointments
to the faculty over the year, at both senior and junior
levels: colleagues with wide-ranging international
reputations, and others whose work will be sure to
develop in the future in highly significant ways.The
second is, of course, the money we need to enable
people to develop their projects; and here again, we
have succeeded in vastly improving our grant
application culture. Our success rate, it is true, remains
patchy: in terms of smaller grants, and especially
AHRC matching sabbatical leave, we are doing
extremely well, and we have had a number of
significant successes at what one might call the
intermediate level – examples, although they are only
examples, include archaeology, history, philosophy and
theology.There is still more work to be done on
hitting the highest targets; but I am convinced that our
increasing sophistication in the preparation of
applications, ably assisted by the university’s Research
and Development team, will bring further results over
the coming year, and this will be enormously helped
by the faculty’s new school structure, and specifically
by the appointment of the three new Deputy Heads of
School (Research), with whom I look forward to
working closely over the coming year.

Professor David Punter
Faculty Research Director

I
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The past year has seen an increasing
amount of activity around the theme of
visual culture, an area in which a
substantial number of Faculty members
have established or emerging interests.
This is a field in which there is great
also great scope for collaboration with
colleagues in other faculties, and in
neighbouring institutions such as UWE
and Cardiff.

In 2005/6, a group of colleagues from
History of Art, French,Historical
Studies and the Centre for East Asian
Studies established a reading group,
whose activities were supported by the

Arts Faculty Research Director’s Fund.
A half-day symposium on ‘Political
Posters and Visual Culture:Comparative
Perspectives’ organised by James
Thompson and Maurizio Marinelli
took place in May,with participants
from the Universities of Westminster
and Oxford.

These initial activities will be
consolidated in 2006-7 through a
workshop on ‘Historical Visual
Cultures’, funded by the Institute for
Advanced Studies.An initial meeting, in
early November,will bring together
colleagues from Bristol and UWE to

explore shared research interests.
A reading group,open to staff and
postgraduates,will meet throughout the
year, and regular seminar papers will
bring leading scholars of visual culture
to Bristol.Confirmed speakers include
Professor Elizabeth Edwards from the
University of the Arts, and David
Crowley of the Royal College of Art.
Finally, three one day conferences are
planned:on medieval spectatorship,
twentieth century German visual
culture, and representations of the
urban environment. Josie McLellan,
Department of Historical Studies

Visual culture

The BIRTHA office
will continue to offer
colleagues advice on
funding, event
management and
publicity opportunities.
The BIRTHA Executive Committee
will meet 3 times this year to discuss
funding proposals, please check the
website for details and deadlines.
Kerry Vernon, Research
Development Manager (RED), and I
organise a research workshop session
every Thursday, do book an
appointment with me if you would
like to discuss future plans or want
help with funding applications.
Don't forget to check the website for
Faculty events and coffee mornings!

The BIRTHA Office
is situated at 3/5 Woodland
Road. Colleagues are warmly
invited to visit the Office either
to talk Sam, or consult the
available archive.

Administrator:
Samantha Barlow
(Sam.Barlow@bris.ac.uk)

In all, 43 speakers contributed papers to the above conference, which was supported by
BIRTHA, the British Academy and the Alumni Foundation. Papers drew on the most
recent work of academic scholars into the social and cultural history of the Spanish
Civil War.Those papers concerned with the conflict’s social history often focused on
Spain’s attempts to come to terms with a conflict that had been wilfully obscured in
official memory of that country’s recent history, addressing the issue of both
Republican and Franquist repression. Other papers concerned with the social history
of the conflict focused on its international, diplomatic and military ramifications
principally for the Western democracies. Several papers focused on specific national
and religious identities within the Republican International Brigades, the legacy of the
International Brigades and their members, while others examined the fate of
Republican soldiers more generally (their imprisonment in France, their subsequent
persecution by the Nazis and by the Communists during the Cold War, but also their
part in the Liberation of France.).The International Brigades also formed the focus of
presentations by two independent filmmakers that formed part of the conference’s
evening activities. Papers concerned with cultural representations of the Spanish Civil
War contributed approximately half of those delivered at the conference.These studied
literature (both Spanish and international, particularly French) produced during the
war and since.The visual arts were represented through papers examining cinematic,
documentary and photographic representations of the conflict both during and since
the war.

The conference produced much debate, much of which was heart-felt, some of
which was heated. It also revealed an interesting and challenging difference of
approach between social and cultural historians, one that will have to be bridged in the
publication that will result from the conference.

War without Limits: Spain 1936-39 and Beyond
Wills Hall 17th-19th July 2006
Organised by Martin Hurcombe (Department of French)

The Fifth BIRTHA Conference

EMERGING RESEARCH



In 2005-06, we invited speakers to
consider aspects of place and space in
their broadest sense, via travel,
transitions, mappings, and mobility.
Professor Shannon Jackson (University
of California, Berkeley), a leading
authority in this area of study, launched
the seminar series. Further seminars
explored the theme from the
disciplinary points of view of Art
History, Fine Art, Drama, Film Studies,
Anthropology,Theology, Geography,
Archaeology and Hispanic Studies, with
scholars participating from Zurich,
Aberdeen, Queen’s University Belfast,
Oxford University, Manchester, Sussex
and University of  West of England, in
addition to colleagues at Bristol.
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Performativity,
Place, Space

Theme Leader:
Professor Martin White
(Department of Drama)

Science, Knowledge
and Reality

Theme Leader:
Professor Alexander Bird
(Department of
Philosophy)

What does the concept of ‘informal
empire’ explain? How much have
migrant and settler communities of
British descent, scattered across the
globe, really had in common? How
should we think today about the
legacies of slavery and its abolition, in
which Bristol played so central a
historical role? Do ideas like ‘American
imperialism’ or ‘the colonial present’
illuminate the current and likely future
shape of world politics? How can the
study of popular music help us
understand the life of colonial and
postcolonial cities? 

These are just some of the questions
which members of the Colonialism
Centre are exploring, or will be
addressing in 2006-7, in collaborative
research, seminars and workshops, and
other activities. During the past year,
Centre members have organised and
hosted a remarkable array of events,
often in collaboration with our
external friends especially from the
Universities of Leeds,Warwick, and the
West of England, the British Empire
and Commonwealth Museum in
Bristol, and wider international
partnerships. Major forthcoming events
include the 7th BIRTHA Conference,
January 2007, on ‘Informal Empire’, the
international ‘British World’
Conference in July 2007, and
numerous postgraduate workshops and
training events, many linked to our
successful partnership with Leeds and
Warwick in national-level collaborative
research training in Colonial and

Colonialism
Theme Leader:
Professor Stephen Howe
(Department of Historical
Studies)

2005-6 has been a remarkably active
and successful year for Science,
Knowledge, and Reality. We have netted
£866K in research grants, including:
Susan Hurley (European Science
Foundation and AHRC) – £434K,
Alexander Bird (AHRC) – £271K,
Hannes Leitgeb (European Science
Foundation and AHRC) – £89K, and
James Ladyman (Philip Leverhulme
Prize) – £50K, as well as various
research leave awards and grants for
visiting scholars and conferences. We
have put on a sequence of
interdisciplinary conferences and
workshops: Lisbon Earthquake 250th
Anniversary workshop; Causes and
Dispositions conference; Imagination
and Thought Experiments conference;
History and Philosophy of
Mathematics day. A highlight was the
2006 British Academy Keynes Lecture
given by Professor Ken Binmore on
“Why Fairness Matters” linking
evolutionary biology to game theory
and ethics. Members of the Theme
spoke in support of the motion
“Realism is the best model for
understanding and research in the
Humanities” in the BIRTHA debate.
This activity will continue in 2006-7
with conferences and workshops on
Concepts of Infection (29-31 March
2007); Structuralism about Physics and
Mathematics (2-3 December 2006);
What is this Thing Called Science?
(7-9 December 2006), and the 2007
annual conference of the British
Society for the Philosophy of Science
(July 2007). The Theme is expanding
its range of activities, and the arrival
this academic year of Professor Susan
Hurley will be a spur to

Postcolonial Studies. Members of the
Centre are also centrally involved in
planning Bristol’s programme of
commemoration and debate for the
bicentenary of Britain’s 1807 abolition
of the Atlantic slave trade, and (together
with UoB colleagues in Politics) in a
proposed research programme on ‘the
Colonial Present’. In September 2005
Stephen Howe was appointed to a new
Chair in the History and Cultures of
Colonialism, and he takes over from
Robert Bickers as Director of the
Centre in autumn 2006. New staff
working in this area have also been
appointed in French and in Hispanic
Studies.

That listing of current and planned
activities only scratches the surface of
what’s going on in and around the
Colonialism Centre.The UoB is
developing a position as an
internationally recognised research
leader in this field.

interdisciplinary activity between
psychology, neuroscience, and
philosophy, as well as associated aspects
of social science.

Continued overleaf
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Reception
Theme Leader: Professor
Charles Martindale
(Department of Classics and
Ancient History)

Medieval Cultures
Theme Leader:
Professor Pamela King
(Department of English)

This theme is organised by the Institute of
Greece, Rome, and the Classical Tradition.
We have had an exceptionally successful
year, with a total of 15 events (for full details
see the Institute’s annual report on the
BIRTHA website), culminating in no less
than 3 major 3-day conferences in July.The
first of these was ‘Troy and the European
Imagination’ (organised by Elizabeth
Archibald and James Clark), the second
‘Medea, Mutations and Permutations of a
Myth’ (Ann Simon with Heike Bartel of
Nottingham University), the third ‘Myth
and the New Science’ (Ellen O’Gorman).
Together they showed how widely
embedded the theme now is across the
whole Faculty, how wide-ranging the
questions it addresses, and how it draws in a
truly international audience. Meanwhile Ika
Willis has designed a new MA in Reception
to begin in 2007/8, involving virtually all
Arts Departments. Both the Institute fellows
this year were working on reception topics:
Dr Liz Potter on the reception of Athenian
democracy in the long 19th century, Dr
Henry Power on classical influences on 17th
and 18th century English literature. Bristol’s
standing as a centre for reception studies was
confirmed when Oxford University Press
invited Charles Martindale and David
Hopkins to edit a 5-volume Oxford History
of Classical Receptions in English Literature
(which will take 10 years to complete, and
involve around 100 contributors). Plans for
next year include: a reception workshop in
the autumn; a colloquium in association
with the University of Michigan at Ann
Arbor on ‘Reception and the Political’ in
the spring; an international conference
sponsored by BIRTHA on the reception of
Pompeii in the summer.

The theme was successfully awarded a
Network Fund Award under the
AHRC Landscape and Environment
theme.The Network Project ‘Living in
a Material World:A cross-disciplinary
location-based enquiry into the
performativity of emptiness’ – brings
together the University of Wales,
Aberystwyth and the University of the
West of England as formal partners,
with contributions from Cardiff and
Exeter universities, to host three site-
based workshops with accompanying
symposia between October 2006 and
July 2008.

Dr Carruthers has successfully
applied under the AHRC Small Grants
scheme to fund international research
based in archives in the US and Dr
Piccini was awarded funds under the
AHRC e-Science Workshop scheme
to host three workshops and an
accompanying symposium on Locating
Grid Technologies .The workshops
explore the potential of Access Grid
and Data Grid technologies across the
Performing Arts and Media as they
pertain to the theme and relate to
Bristol’s standing as a member of the
Worldwide Universities Network
(WUN). She has also been successful in
attracting University funding to
support research into TV archaeology
audiences, in collaboration with the
Council for British Archaeology and
English Heritage for the Department
of Culture, Media and Sport.

Over twenty medievalists, from across
the Faculty of Arts, are actively
engaged in the research theme

Medieval Cultures, which
encompasses the literature, art,
history, and thought of western
European civilization between c.500
and c.1500.

Theme status set an agenda for
growth for the Centre for Medieval
Studies, and Professor Pamela King,
an interdisciplinary expert on late
medieval theatre, was appointed to a
new Chair in Medieval Studies in
September 2005, as both Director of
the Centre and Theme leader.
Future plans now include building a
sustainable international profile for
Medieval Studies in Bristol on the
successes of the WUN Project
Multilingualism in the Middle Ages
(2005-2008).A further large-scale
international interdisciplinary
collaboration – working title Looking
Medieval – will be phased in as
Multilingualism reaches the end of
its designated period of activity, and
others will follow, continuing
Bristol’s leadership role within the
network.

The theme’s distinctive character
has been reflected in the titles of its
recent conferences: Alliterative Middle
English Verse; Space, Place and
Spectatorship; Intellectuals and the
Politics of Pastoral Care; Civic Display;
Troy in the Middle Ages. Papers from
the 2004 Envisaging Heaven
conference are now at press with
Routledge.And Bristol medievalists
have continued to be a major
presence at the International
Medieval Congresses at Kalamazoo
(Michigan) and Leeds each year.

Finally, a major international
conference on Medieval Bristol is also
now in planning for 2008, aimed at
extending the theme’s profile
beyond the scholarly community to
interest the heritage industry and the
city at large.

THEMES
FACULTY 
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