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BIRTHA enters its seventh year facilitating 
research and intellectual exchange across 
the Faculty of Arts. This is one of the main 
reasons why I look forward to taking on 
the Directorship of BIRTHA as it provides 
a privileged opportunity to support 
colleagues and postgraduates to pursue 
their research ideas. Much gratitude is 
owed to the outgoing Director, Professor 
Derek Offord, for his excellent leadership 
of BIRTHA. I would also like to thank 
both Derek and Sam Barlow, BIRTHA 
Co-ordinator, for their careful guidance 
and time they have given in briefing me 
about my new role. Great thanks are also 
owed to the Dean, Professor Charles 
Martindale, and to the Faculty Manager, 
Paula Coonerty, for ensuring that BIRTHA 
can continue to carry out its activities for 
the upcoming year.

This autumn will see InsideArts, the 
University of Bristol’s first festival of the 
Arts and Humanities. The Arts Festival 
Working Group have put together a superb 
programme which will throw a spotlight on 
the Faculty’s talent and vibrant research 
culture. InsideArts will offer a variety of 
activities including keynote lectures, film 
screenings and student presentations. The 
festival will run from the 18-20 October 
2011 culminating in a public debate to be 
held at the Watershed on the topic ‘Art for  
art’s sake?’ For further information see 
bristol.ac.uk/arts/festival.

The BIRTHA Research Programmes 
award for 2011-12 will fund the project 
‘Translation, Reception and Appropriation’. 
The project leaders are Marianne Ailes 
(French), Adrienne Mason (Modern 
Languages), Neville Morley (Classics 
and Ancient History), with additional 
project team member Jonathan Campbell 
(Theology and Religious Studies). This 
interdisciplinary research group will hold 
three workshops over the year. Details 
of this project and other activities that 
BIRTHA has funded can be found in this 
newsletter.
 
For our funding schemes, visit our  
BIRTHA website bristol.ac.uk/arts/birtha 
– do apply! Please also take note of the 
Quentin Skinner Postgraduate Bursary 
which funds postgraduate research 
students who have non-traditional 
academic trajectories. Thanks to the 
generous support of Professor Quentin 
Skinner who gave the BIRTHA Annual 
Lecture in 2007, this bursary will be  
offered again in 2012-13.
 
I look forward to working with Sam  
Barlow and the BIRTHA Committee.  
I also encourage colleagues to contact  
me to discuss ways in which BIRTHA 
might be able to assist them.

Dr Carolyn Muessig
Department of Theology and  
Religious Studies
c.a.muessig@bristol.ac.uk

On 27 April 2011, the Department 
of Historical Studies (History of Art) 
hosted a one-day postgraduate 
conference: Boundaries? New 
Histories of Art, Architecture and 
Design, organised by the RX Research 
Exchange in the History of Art Network. 

This event brought together a wide range 
of postgraduate students from the UK 
and beyond whose research interrogated 
the idea of boundaries – geographic, 
historical, social or disciplinary – and 
considered both the crossing of 
boundaries and the spaces in-between 
boundaries.

The keynote address was given by Dr 
Camilla Smith (University of Birmingham) 
who explored sexology, space and 
homosexuality in Curt Moreck’s Tourist 
Guide to “Depraved” Berlin (1931). 
Research papers were presented by 
Andrés Montenegro (University of Essex); 
Georgina Webb-Dickin (University of 
Bristol); Francesca Baseby (University of 
Edinburgh); Laura Gray (Cardiff School 
of Art and Design); Rachel Marsden 
(Birmingham Institute of Art and Design); 
Jenny Fitzgibbon (Trinity College, Dublin); 
Irene Noy (University of Edinburgh) and 
Aikaterini Georgoulia (University of York). 
A wide rang of topics were presented and 
discussed from interactions with the USA-
Mexico border, to traces of the Berlin Wall 
and the ‘boundary’ between art and craft.
A display of posters inspired by delegates’ 

research was an opportunity for attendees 
to share their work, contributing to the 
exchange of ideas throughout the day 
which generated a lively and supportive 
atmosphere. 

Professor Stephen Bann (University of 
Bristol) provided a response to the papers 
and the conference theme which gave 
insightful feedback to the speakers and 
brought together the main ideas from 
the day. Boundaries? brought together a 
diverse range of new research, and was 
an opportunity for both the organisers and 
delegates to gain valuable experience, 
planning a successful academic event and 
presenting their work to an audience of 
their peers.

The organisers would like to thank 
BIRTHA, the Alumni Foundation, the 
Graduate School of Arts and Humanities 
and the History of Art Transnational 
Modernisms Research Cluster for their 
generous financial support and guidance.  

Rachel Flynn, Lizzie Robles  
and Wendy Sijnesael

The BIRTHA Postgraduate conference, 
Women and Religion, Doctrinal, 
Historical and Social Perspectives 
took place at the University of Bristol  
on 20 November 2010. 
It started with a keynote lecture given 
by Dr Carolyn Muessig, Reader at the 
University of Bristol, entitled ‘Catherine 
of Siena’s Theology of Peace’ and ended 
with a concluding address by Dr Martin 
Seeger, Senior Lecturer at the University 
of Leeds, on ‘Gender, Bodily Relics and 
Amulets: A Comparative Study of Two 
Female Saints of Modern Thai Buddhism’. 
It was followed by a wrap-up session 
that addressed the various themes of the 
conference.

Seven papers from postgraduate students 
and early career academics, from six 
universities (the Université Paris 1 
Panthéon-Sorbonne, the London School 
of Economics, the University of Bristol, 
the University of Glasgow, the University 
of Gloucestershire, and the University of 
Nottingham) encompassed disciplines 
such as sociology, textual studies, 

Buddhist studies, historical studies and 
politics, covering a wide geographical 
and historical range with papers on 
ancient India, contemporary Iran, and on 
Medieval, Victorian and contemporary 

England. All presentations were followed 
by lively discussions and the tea and lunch 
breaks allowed for further discussion 
and networking opportunities, including 
the presentation of three posters on 
women and martyrdom in Early Modern 
England, the representation of women in 
eighteenth century Hell-fire Clubs, and 
the relationship between citizenship and 
religion for Christian and Muslim women 

in Norway, Spain, and the UK, adding 
another layer to the conference.

Feedback from presenters and attendees 
was very positive, outlining in particular 
the professionalism with which the 
conference was organised and the high 
quality of the papers presented. Enquiries 
have already been made as to a second 
Women and Religion conference.

Pascale Engelmajer and  
Massimo Rondolino,  
Theology and Religious Studies

BIRTHA is offering a range of different funding schemes  
for 2011/12 to help support interdisciplinary research 
activity across the faculty, please get in touch if you would  
like any advice or guidance. I work Tuesdays, Wednesdays 
and Fridays, and look forward to hearing from you.

During my year as the BIRTHA intern I had the privilege 
to work with a team of generous and dedicated 
administrators, while acquiring professional experience and 
skills that will prove invaluable for a career in academia. 
The training I have received included website building 
and maintainance, which has provided me with a deeper 
understanding of digital media. Another key element of my 
internship consisted in the organisation and supervision 
of academic conferences and the handling and support of 
various kinds of other projects. Here I gained confidence 
and experience in the many different aspects of event 
management. I furthermore performed a variety of other 
research support related jobs, including the translation of 
material for circulation and attending to visiting professors. 
The work I have been doing has provided additional insight 
into the inner workings of academic departments and 
faculties, which afforded me with a new appreciation for  
our lively and diverse research community here at Bristol.
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Papers from postgraduate 
students and early career 
academics encompassed 
disciplines such as sociology, 
textual studies, Buddhist studies, 
historical studies and politics



Convener: Professor Daniel Karlin,  
Winterstoke Professor of English.
To coincide with Bob Dylan’s seventieth 
birthday, the English Department hosted 
a one-day conference to celebrate, and 
reflect on, the career of one of the most 
significant cultural figures of the past fifty 
years. 

‘The world of research has gone berserk,’ 
Dylan sings on ‘Nettie Moore’, ‘Too much 
paperwork’. Sat amidst piles of scripts, we 
might smile as we hear this but the lines 
are, in essence, disparaging. Perhaps we 
should be thankful for mere disparaging. In 
‘It’s Alright Ma (I’m Only Bleeding)’ Dylan 
is down-right scathing: ‘Preachers preach 
of evil fates / While teachers teach that 
knowledge waits / Can lead to hundred-
dollar plates…’. The high-watermark for 
pedagogy in Dylan comes in ‘Floater (Too 
Much To Ask)’, ‘Gotta get up near the 
teacher if you can / If you wanna learn 
anything’. Even here, though, the emphasis 
is on the agency of the discerning student 
rather than ‘anything’ the teacher has to 
offer. Dylan is overt in his disapproval of 
those guilty of digesting the assumptions 
of others without first chewing them 
over. Like those ‘people thinkin’ that the 
end is close by / ‘Stead of learnin’ to 
live they are learnin’ to die’. The result of 
learning should be life-affirming but mere 
regurgitation is a kind of death, just as 
practiced learning leads to its own kind 
of ending: ‘To understand you know too 

soon / There is no sense in trying.’ 
‘Colleges are like old-age homes,’ 
Bob Dylan has said, “except 
for the fact more people die in 
colleges than in old-age homes, 
there’s really no difference.”

Dylan has long been at odds  
with the institutionalised 
intellectualism of the type 
associated with universities,  
from the out-of-touch Mr Jones  
of ‘Ballad of a Thin Man’ to reading 
Erica Jong in ‘Highlands’. Yet this pattern 
of artistic resistance has also yielded 
an astonishingly broad and protean 
engagement with literature and literary
debate (‘Ballad of a Thin Man’ is itself 
indebted to T. S. Eliot’s ‘Hollow Men’, 
while ‘Highlands’ satirises the accusation 
of misogyny levelled at Dylan’s songs) 
and, in turn, has generated a good deal 
of critical study. On 24 May 2011 an 
invited panel of eminent scholars, led 
by renowned Dylan critic, Michael Gray, 
convened in the Faculty to take-up these 
debates and to explore a wide-range of 
topics within Dylan’s work, including the 
poetry of William Blake, the Bible, French 
Symbolism, pity, the millenarian, the 
American Civil War, repetition and  
the vignette.

Professors Daniel Karlin (Bristol), Aidan 
Day (Dundee), David Punter (Bristol), 
Mark Ford (UCL), Philip Horne (UCL), 

David Boucher (Cardiff), Neil Corcoran 
(Liverpool), Dr Richard Brown (Leeds), 
and research students Katharine Peddie 
(Kent) and Craig Savage (Bristol), 
addressed an audience of over 150 
delegates from the UK and Europe, 
while Michael Gray’s public lecture was 
attended by 300 members of the public. 
The event was well attended throughout 
by research staff from across the faculty 
and University. 

The conference received coverage in The 
Guardian and The Telegraph newspapers 
and featured on programmes on BBC 
Radio Bristol and BBC Radio 3.

A scholarly edition of the papers 
presented at The Seven Ages of Dylan 
is currently under discussion with a 
prominent publisher. Daniel Karlin’s 
monograph, The Figure of the Singer, 
will appear in 2012 published by OUP.

Project Leaders: Marianne Ailes, 
Adrienne Mason, Neville Morley.
A series of 3 workshops: Every translation 
is an interpretation and a form of cultural 
exchange; embedded and entangled in 
structures of power and discourses of 
identity, constantly negotiating between 
past and present, local and global, and 
similarity and difference, domestication 
and alienation.  

The ways in which texts from other 
cultures are ‘received’ by modern 
readers is a vital issue in a pluralist and 
increasingly globalised world.  The aim of 
this series of interdisciplinary workshops 

is to analyse the underlying dynamics 
of the process by exploring issues of 
cultural identity in the translation of texts 
and in the reception and appropriation of 
translated material.  These texts would be 
the starting point for broader discussion 
where we would expect colleagues across 
the faculty to offer different perspectives 
on these questions. Setting chronological 
and geographical limits means that there 
is a common base in the target culture for 
each text/group of texts: largely, but not 
entirely, an English language context and a 
Christian culture.  The source texts, on the 
other hand, have European, if not global, 
significance.  The tripartite structure is 

itself an appropriation of the three  
groups of three which made up the Nine 
Worthies: classical, biblical and chivalric. 

Workshop 1 (26th October 2011): 
Translating Thucydides
Workshop 2 (February 2012): 
Making the Sacred Accessible – 
Early Bible Translation
Workshop 3 (May/June 2012): 
Charlemagne – European and  
National Identities

For more information and updates  
please visit the BIRTHA website
bristol.ac.uk/birtha.

Conference Scheme 
Includes full administrative conference 
support and an underwrite of £1,500. 
We aim to support up to 3 BIRTHA 
conferences per academic year.  A BIRTHA 
conference should involve more than 
one department or be interdisciplinary in 
character and have an international (or  
at least a strong national) profile.

Postgraduate Conference Scheme  
Includes a £500 underwrite and advice and 
reasonable assistance from the BIRTHA 
Co-ordinator.  BIRTHA seeks to encourage 
applications for PG Conferences that are 
inter- or mult-disciplinary, or that involve 
more than one subject or department 
or that have a national or international 
dimension.

Research Grant Scheme 
Applications for funding over £500 to 
support an event or project which is of a 
developmental or interdisciplinary nature  
or aims to promote and/or enhance 
research networks.

Application deadlines for 2011/12:
Tuesday 18th October 2011
Tuesday 24th January 2012
Tuesday 1st May 2012

Small Grant Scheme
Applications for funding under £500, 
there is no deadline for this scheme. 
Applications can be sent to the Director 
as and when.
  

Annual Research Programmes Scheme 
for 2012/13 
Offers an amount of up to £5,000, and 
administrative support, to a group of 
researchers wishing to develop activity and 
initiatives around a particular theme that 
will be of long-term benefit to the Faculty. 
The expectation is that this initial funding 
will lead to external funding bids, and that 
it will focus activity in ways that might link 
in with, for example, AHRC or Leverhulme 
strategic funding initiatives. One research 
programme can be funded each year.
Deadline: 1st May 2012.

Applications forms can be accessed 
via the BIRTHA website:
bristol.ac.uk/arts/birtha/funding/ 
birtha_scheme.html.

For a list of research events  
across the faculty, see
www.bristol.ac.uk/arts/research/events.

The 23rd Triennial Congress of the 
International Arthurian Society, co-
organized by Ad Putter, Elizabeth 
Archibald, and Gareth Griffith, took 
place in Bristol from 25 to 30 July  
in the Wills Memorial Building. 
This gathering brought together specialists 
in Arthurian literature from all over the 
world (including some WUN partners) 
for a week of papers and excursions. 

There were five plenary lectures: Christine 
Ferlampin-Acher (Rennes) spoke on the 
late Arthurian romance tradition in French; 
Bart Besamusca (Utrecht) discussed a 
Middle Dutch romance and its French 
sources; Andrew Lynch (University of 
Western Australia) explored the exciting 
new research area of medieval emotions in 
relation to Malory; Siân Echard (University 
of British Columbia) illustrated the 
reception of Geoffrey of Monmouth after 
the Middle Ages; and Helen Fulton (York) 
clarified distinctions between realism and 
naturalism in relation to Celtic magic. Over 
200 papers were given, in five parallel 
sessions, and in round tables, in the three 
official languages of the Society (English, 
French and German) on topics of current 
interest, including the history of emotions, 
prose cycles and eco-criticism. In addition, 
Richard Barber, for many years managing 
director of the publishing house Boydell 

and Brewer, gave a public lecture which 
attracted several hundred members of the 
public as well as conference delegates. 

Two masterclasses were organized for 
postgraduate students and early career 
researchers on getting published and on 
working with manuscripts. Excursions 
went to a variety of sites of Arthurian 
and general medieval interest, including 
Glastonbury, Caerleon, Wells and Hereford. 

Staff and students from the Faculty of Arts 
were well represented both as speakers 
and delegates. The organizers would like 
to thank BIRTHA for sponsorship and 
administrative support, and our other 
sponsors: the Vice-Chancellor, Guy Orpen 
(PVC Research), the Alumni Fund, the 
Tucker-Cruse Fund and the Department of 
English, and AMARC. 

RESEARCH PROGRAMMES  
SCHEME AWARD 2011/12

BIRTHA FUNDING SCHEMES

ACADEMIC CONFERENCES

Translation, Reception and Appropriation

Under this scheme BIRTHA makes an award of up to £5K The Seven Ages of Dylan

Arthurian Congress

18-20 October 2011
InsideArts 
The first festival of the Arts and Humanities at the University 
of Bristol, which will include workshops, plenary lectures 
and a concluding roundtable discussion.

Organised by Derek Offord (Russian) and Bradley Stephens 
(French) and the Festival of Arts Working Group. 
bristol.ac.uk/arts/festival

A celebration of some of the exceptional work done by both 
staff and students throughout the Faculty.
bristol.ac.uk/arts/festival/index.html

26 October 2011
2.00 - 5.30 pm, Reception room, 43 Woodland Road
Translation, Reception and Appropriation Workshop 1
‘Translating Thucydides’

January 2012
Medieval West Symposium

February 2012
Translation, Reception and Appropriation Workshop 2
Making the Sacred Accessible - Early Bible Translation

25 April 2012
2.15 pm
Sixth Annual BIRTHA Debate
Reception Room, 43 Woodland Road

May/June 2012
Translation, Reception and Appropriation Workshop 3
Charlemagne - European and National Identities

For more details of these events and for a comprehensive 
listing of all faculty events please check the Faculty of Arts 
events page:
bristol.ac.uk/arts/research/events/

FORTHCOMING EVENTS 
SUPPORTED BY BIRTHA
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Every translation is an 
interpretation and a form  
of cultural exchange


