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SUMMARY: 
This Ethicnet day focuses on interdisciplinary and cross cultural ethical issues.  The 
speakers will offer insights into research ethics that might challenge the nature of research 
and the ethical issues that it may raise. 
 
  
PROGRAMME 
10.00-10.05 Welcome and introduction 
Frances Giampapa & Wan Ching Yee, GSOE Ethics Co-ordinators  
 
10.05-10.35  Leon Tikly (GSOE) & Tim Bond (GSOE) 
Towards a Postcolonial Research Ethics in Comparative and International 
Education.    
 
10.35 – 11:05  Neil Ingram (GSOE) 
Participant or observer? The ethical implications of working in schools 
   

11:05 -11:30    Coffee 
 
 
11:30-12:00     Joanna Holmes (Chief Executive of Barton Hill Settlement, Bristol) 
Quality research from a grassroots perspective 

12:00-12:30      Sibel Erduran (GSOE) 
Interdisciplinarity and Ethics: Perspectives from Science  

12:30-1:00    Solveig Roth (University of Oslo) 
Constructing ‘horizontal relationships’ or being a ‘therapist’? Ethical dilemmas involved in 

youth research based on their everyday learning lives 

 
13.00 - 14.00     Lunch 
 
 
14:15- 15:15    Ethical Conversations – Ethical challenges for cross cultural researchers: 
Terra Sprague (GSOE) and Lizzie Milligan (GSOE) (facilitated by Jane Reece) 
 
15:15—15:30    Summary of the Day 
Frances Giampapa & Wan Ching Yee, GSOE Ethics Co-ordinators 



Leon Tikly 
Abstract: This presentation considers the relevance of postcolonial theory for understanding 
research ethics in Comparative and International Education (CIE). An understanding of 
postcolonial theory is first outlined in the first part of the presentation. This is then used as a 
basis for setting out a postcolonial research ethics in CIE. It is argued that through drawing  
attention to the colonial legacy and of the postcolonial condition in education, postcolonial 
theory makes a distinctive contribution to understanding of research ethics in CIE. It does 
this through providing a critique of dominant approaches; an understanding of the 
postcolonial condition in education as a context for research ethics; an understanding of 
postcolonial research ethics as emancipatory and integral to social justice in education; and, 
a view of postcolonial research ethics as being situated at a number of scales and levels and 
of being dialogic in nature.  
 
Biography: Leon Tikly  

Biography: Tim Bond  

Neil Ingram 
Abstract: The presentation will, using anonymised examples, consider the implications of 
working ethically in schools as a researcher and also as a mentor in initial teacher training. 
The value of self-reflection dialogue with a 'critical friend' will be considered. 

Biography: Neil Ingram 

 

Joanna Holmes 
Abstract: The purpose of this presentation is to examine the value and experience of taking 

part in research from the point of view of a voluntary and community sector organisation. I 

will give an insight into what are helpful and less helpful research designs or approaches and 

argue that finding mutually beneficial outcomes positively affects the quality of the research. 

Research ethics are an intrinsic factor in this. 

Biography: Joanna Holmes is Chief Executive of Barton Hill Settlement, a multipurpose 

community centre in Barton Hill which offers a variety of services to 15,000 people a year 

with a further nearly 20,000 using the centre for training and meeting rooms. She is also the 

Chair of Locality, a national organisation for over 600 neighbourhood based multipurpose 

organisations operating across England, Scotland, Wales and the North of Ireland and a 

Board member of VOSCUR, a Bristol wide voluntary sector membership organisation. 

 
Sibel Erduran 

Abstract: The purpose of this presentation is to illustrate the recent upsurge of 
interdisciplinary studies in science education and their ethical implications. Science is a 
complex enterprise that aims to produce knowledge about the natural and physical world. It 
is complex due to its epistemic, cognitive, social, cultural and economic dimensions. 
Traditional schooling, however, typically presents science to teachers and pupils in its 
decontextualised form that is distorted and devoid of the complexities of scientific practices 
from an interdisciplinary perspective. As a result, pupils leave schooling with limited 
understanding of science. Such a consequence of science education is problematic in 
industrial and democratic societies where citizens are constantly faced with decision-making 
about science-related matters such as food safety, genetic cloning and nuclear waste.  In 
this talk, I will argue that omission of an interdisciplinary approach on science in science 
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teaching and learning raises ethical issues because it misrepresents science in educational 
contexts, and disempowers teachers and learners because of a limited vision on the nature 
of science. Interdisciplinary investigations on science and their applications in science 
education broaden the scope of 'science' in science education, and present the potential for 
ethical positioning of science in science education. 

Biography: Sibel Erduran 

 

Solveig Roth 
Abstract: This presentation explores the relationship between methodology and ethics based 

on research in a multi-cultural suburb in a city in Norway. Ethical dilemmas arose in the 

course of conducting the field work; they can be encapsulated as a struggle between   

constructing ‘horizontal relationships’ or ‘being a therapist’. It was also the intention of the 

survey that the participants can benefit, e.g. through reflection, from taking part in the 

project.  

It is based on an ethnographic study of 14 young people (aged 15-17) from a multi cultural 

suburb city in Norway, selected from two schools which represent a variety of ethnic groups, 

backgrounds and income. This research project follows them as they negotiate a variety of 

social contexts in their course of their everyday lives, analyzing the funds of knowledge that 

are available to them and which they use to make sense of their experiences, and to position 

themselves in relation to future trajectories. 

Biography: Solveig is a Visiting Researcher from the Department of Educational Research, 

University of Oslo.  

 
Jane Reece 
Biography: Jane Reece is a writer, researcher and teacher in higher, adult and community 
education. She worked in higher education and educational publishing in Zimbabwe for 15 
years following independence, before returning to UK. She is currently working towards a 
doctorate in Narrative Inquiry at University of Bristol, exploring the use of writing as inquiry.  
 
Terra Sprague 

Biography: Terra Sprague 

 

 

Lizzie Milligan 
Biography:  Lizzie Milligan 
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