
 

Newton International Fellowships Scheme round 2012 

Frequently Asked Questions 

This document is intended as a summary of key points.  If, having read this document, you are minded 
to make an application, you should also read the full scheme documentation provided on the Newton 
International Fellowships web site at http://www.newtonfellowships.org/. 

What are the closing and result dates? 

 The closing date for the round of applications is 16 April 2012. Results will be announced no 
sooner than the end of October 2012.  

 The Newton International Fellowships scheme documentation advises that you allow at least 5 
working days for the University to authorise and submit your application on e-GAP2.  Applications 
not approved before the deadline will be deleted after the closing date. Late applications will not be 
accepted. 

 Each application must be accompanied by six reference statements, from: the Head of 
Department at the applicant’s home institution; the Head of Department at the applicant’s 
proposed UK host institution; applicants current supervisor; the UK sponsor; and two independent 
experts nominated by the applicant (at least one must be a UK based researcher and it is 
beneficial if one of the nominated experts is a fellow themselves). These statements will 

automatically be requested from the referees once your proposal has been submitted, and must 

be completed no later than 5 working days after the 16 April deadline. It is therefore essential 
that you check that that the individuals providing these statements will be available to provide them 
within this timescale and are aware of the need to do so.  Any application with insufficient 
references will be rejected. 

Which funder provides these Fellowships, and which disciplines are eligible? 

 The scheme is  jointly delivered by the British Academy and the Royal Society. 

 The scheme covers researchers in all disciplines covered by the two academies – physical, 
natural and social sciences, and the humanities. 

What is the purpose of the scheme? 

 To enable the best early stage post-doctoral researchers from any country outside of the UK to 
work at UK research institutions for a period of two years. 

How many Newton International Fellowships are available? 

 40 Newton Fellowships are available in this round. 

 The success rate is  7%. 

What is the duration of the award, and what level of support is provided? 

 Fellowships must start in January 2013. 

 Fellowships are for a continuous 2 year period and Fellows are expected to be based in the UK for 
the duration.  Where appropriate, short field trips totalling not more than one month per year may 
be possible. 

 Newton Fellows may also be eligible to receive up to £6,000 annually for up to ten years following 
the tenure of their Fellowship to support networking activities with UK-based researchers (see 
http://www.newtonfellowships.org/alumni.html). 

 Funding will consist of £24,000 per annum for subsistence costs, up to £8,000 per annum 
research expenses, and a one-off payment of up to £2,000 for relocation expenses.  Overheads 
are paid at a flat rate of 50% of the total award (i.e. the first year is paid at £24k + £8k + £2k + 
£17k overheads = £51k). 

http://www.newtonfellowships.org/
http://www.newtonfellowships.org/alumni.html


 

 If the above do not cover the full costs of the Fellowship, then agreement will need to be 
reached with the Head of the host School/Dept about how any shortfall will be made up before 
an application is submitted. 

Who is eligible? 

 Applicants should have completed a PhD and have held no more than 2 postdoctoral positions or 
equivalent experience.  Applicants in the final stages of their PhD will be accepted, provided that 
the PhD will be completed before the start date of the Fellowship. 

 Applicants should be working outside the UK and should not hold UK citizenship at the time of 
application. Researchers already based in the UK are not eligible to apply. 

 Applications from individuals who have not studied or worked in the UK previously are encouraged 
as the scheme aims to establish new links between the applicant and the UK. 

 Applicants who completed their PhD at a UK organisation must have been working and based 
outside the UK for a significant amount of time, not just a few months, at the time of application. 

 Applicants proposing to return to their UK PhD organisation and/or PhD supervisor will normally 
be considered to be ineligible and so applicants must have exceptional reasons for proposing to 
do so. 

 Contact between the UK Sponsor and Applicant prior to the application is essential in the 
development of a clearly defined and mutually-beneficial research project proposal. However, 
previous to this the candidate should have had no/little contact with the host institution. 

 The UK Sponsor (co-applicant) must: 

o be an established researcher of at least post-doctoral (or equivalent) status based at the 
UK host organisation; 

o hold a permanent or fixed term contract which outlasts the project in a publicly-funded 
research organisation. 

 The University of Bristol is an eligible host organisation, and currently hosts several Newton 
International Fellows. 

What is the role of the UK Sponsor? 

 To act as the applicant’s main research contact in the UK. 

 To provide research support and guidance. 

 To provide access to necessary facilities, and assistance with practical and research 
arrangements. 

 To will liaise with the host organisation to facilitate the Fellowship. 

What references are required? 

 Six reference statements are required for this application once the application has been approved, 
from: 

o Head of Department at the UK organisation 

o Head of Department at the applicant’s overseas institution 

o Applicant’s current supervisor 

o UK sponsor 

o Two experts nominated by the candidate who can provide unbiased comment on the field of 
research, and on the Applicant and/or the UK Sponsor. At least one of the nominated experts 
must be a UK based researcher. 

 These statements will automatically be requested once your proposal has been submitted, and 

must be completed no later than 5 working days after the 16 April deadline (i.e. the 



 

reference deadline is 23 April 2011). It is therefore essential that you check that that the 
individuals providing these statements will be available to provide them within this timescale and 
are aware of the need to do so.  Any application with insufficient references will be rejected. 

 If you are able to submit your proposal ahead of the 16 April deadline, this will allow longer for your 
referees to add their statements. 

Assessment criteria 

The primary considerations are listed below. Successful applications should be strong in all respects: 

 The academic research background of the applicant; 

 The quality of the proposed research project; 

 The expected benefits for the career development of the applicant; 

 The track record of the UK sponsor and host organisation in the area of proposed research; 

 The suitability of the UK sponsor and host organisation for the applicant’s research project; 

 The additional benefits for the UK sponsor and host organisation. 

Feedback from successful applicants suggests that the following are of key importance: 

 A good publication record and CV from the applicant; 

 High profile, highly supportive referees; 

 A good project that is both topical, achievable and (where relevant) uses state of the art 
techniques. 

 It is beneficial if the potential Fellow has different skills than the area they are applying to, i.e. to 
show that they will be doing something different to what they've done before. 

How do I make an application? 

 Applications can only be submitted online using the electronic Grant Application and Processing 
(e-GAP2) system: http://www.newtonfellowships.org/ (or directly via https://e-gap.royalsociety.org). 

 If you have not previously used e-GAP2, you will need to register via the above link.  Your UK 
sponsor must also have an e-GAP2 user account and you must share the application with them. 
See http://www.newtonfellowships.org/how-to-apply.html for detailed guidance on how to use e-
GAP2 to make your application. 

 If you plan to apply for a Fellowship with the University of Bristol as the host institution, your 
proposal will need to be approved by the relevant Head of School/Dept using the “fEC Project 
Costing Tool”. Your UK Sponsor will guide you through this process.  

 When you submit your proposal via e-GAP2, it will be referred in the first instance to the University 
of Bristol Finance Office.  The Finance Office will check your application, including cross 
referencing with the fEC Project Costing Tool that that host Departmental approval is in place.  If 
Departmental approval is not in place, or if there are other irregularities in the proposal, the 
Finance Office will not be able to approve it.  It is only after receiving approval from the University 
Finance Office that your proposal will be submitted by the University to the Newton International 
Fellowships office. 

 The Newton International Fellowships scheme documentation advises that you allow at least 5 
working days prior to the 16 April deadline for the University to approve your application on e-
GAP2.  Applications not approved before the deadline will be deleted after the closing date. Late 
applications will not be accepted. 

 
Jenny Jennings March 2012 
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