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Computer science is a dynamic and continually 
expanding subject. It underpins the digital 
technologies that impact our society and the 
manner in which we live our lives. Bristol is one of 
the leading universities for the study of computer 
science, and our courses are designed to give you 
the skills and the knowledge to do so, combining 
the fundamentals of the subject with an exploration 
of its diverse applications. 

You might be attracted to computer science for 
its creativity, and be interested in designing and 
making things from programmes to products. 
Maybe you enjoy the intellectual challenge, 
solving problems and finding ways to understand 
complex phenomena – both natural and artificial. 
You may also be inspired by the direct relevance 
of computing to the real world as well as its 
importance in many areas of society.

We provide a balance between theory and 
practice, enabling the in-depth study of techniques 
at the same time as using them in real applications. 
Alongside studying cutting-edge topics from 
world-leading researchers, such as high-
performance computing, robotics, cryptography 

12 
real-world client-led products 
developed and released by 
students taking the Software 
Product Engineering unit 

After setting up the mobile application 
development agency, Mubaloo, I left to 
start a PhD, while co-founding Opposable 
Games, which develops connected and 
second screen video games. 

The skills I gained at Bristol, and its 
entrepreneurial focus have been 
invaluable to starting companies and 
initiatives ever since. My degree has 
allowed me to travel the world and be 
involved in really exciting projects. 

My current role creating computer games 
was always a childhood dream. Watching 
people enjoy games or apps I’ve built is 
hard to beat in any profession. 

Ben  
MEng Computer Science, 2001
Managing Director at Opposable Games 

Why study computer science at Bristol? 
and artificial intelligence, you will develop technical 
skills in software development, system design 
and animation, and transferable skills such as 
teamwork, communication and enterprise.  
This balance provides an ideal platform for our 
graduates’ future careers but is also highly 
regarded by employers.
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and so you should read the course descriptions 
carefully. If you are undecided, the first two years of 
the courses are the same, making it easy to transfer 
between them. 

The Joint Honours Mathematics and Computer 
Science courses we offer combine the 
fundamentals of computing and mathematics  
with specialisation in an area of computer 
applications. They are likely to be of interest to  
those wanting to study computing while continuing 
their studies in mathematics. 

Our aim is to provide you with a dynamic and 
flexible learning environment, based on material 
which is interesting and challenging, as well as 
being relevant to your future career. We have a very 
open learning culture, in which students and staff 
work closely together at all levels. In your first year 
you are assigned a personal tutor who will advise 
and help you throughout your course. We also run 
a mentoring system in which second-year students 
support incoming first-years. 

All of our courses have a balance between theory 
and practice. They will provide opportunities 
for you to understand the demands of industry, 
with emphasis placed on teamwork, project 
management and the importance of business 

Single Honours courses
BSc Computer Science, three years  G400
MEng Computer Science, four years  G403
Mng Computer Science with  
Study Abroad, four years (entry by  
transfer from G403 at the end of year one)
MEng Computer Science with  
Study in Continental Europe, four years  G401

Joint Honours courses
BSc Mathematics and Computer  
Science, three years  GG14
MEng Mathematics and  
Computer Science, four years  GG1K
MEng Computer Science and  
Electronics, four years  GH46
MEng Computer Science and  
Electronics with Study Abroad, four years  GH4P

Our computer science courses provide a broad 
study of computing, covering all the key aspects 
of software and hardware, and a wide range of 
application areas. The courses are designed to give 
you a thorough understanding of computers and 
computer systems, and how to use them. 
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What will I study?
In year one, you will study the theoretical principles 
of what computers can do and how to design 
algorithms to run on them; at the same time, 
software engineering units cover the fundamentals 
of programming. You then implement those 
techniques in supervised practical classes and 
individual assignments to solve problems using a 
variety of programming languages. This will quickly 
build up your analytic and programming abilities, 
enabling you to adapt easily to new programming 
languages and paradigms, a skill which we know is 
highly valued by leading hi-tech companies. There 
are also opportunities to broaden your studies by 
taking open units across the University. 

Throughout the rest of your course, you will gain 
experience of working on real problems, with 
opportunities to specialise in areas of computing 
that are of particular interest to you. Whatever 
career you choose, the skills of design, planning, 
problem-solving, meeting deadlines and teamwork 
that you will develop throughout your degree are 
certain to be central to your work. 

We offer three- and four-year courses, but the 
difference between them is not simply about 
spending an extra year at university. The focus of 
the third and fourth year of a four-year MEng degree 
is different to the final year of a three-year BEng, 

planning and enterprise. In lectures and tutorials 
you’ll cover fundamental principles, while 
practical classes and coursework allow you to 
gain experience of how to use these principles 
in practice. To do this we use a wide variety of 
teaching and assessment methods, including 
lectures, tutorials, laboratory classes, online 
resources, exams and practical assignments. 

You will also benefit from a dedicated Engineering 
Industrial Liaison Office, which develops industrial 
links, internship and mentoring schemes and 
industry-specific ‘Inside Track’ lectures.

Google 
prize
awarded each year to a female 
computer science student
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Entrance requirements
Typical offer for BSc/MEng Computer Science 
Please visit bristol.ac.uk/ug15-compsci for 
Joint Honours and other qualifications
A-levels A*AA including A* in Mathematics 
(contextual offer AAA including Mathematics†) 
or AAA including Mathematics and Further 
Mathematics (contextual offer AAB including  
A in Mathematics and Further Mathematics†)
IB Diploma 38 points overall (contextual 
offer 37†) with 6, 6, 6 at Higher level including 
Mathematics 
Access Pass Access to HE Diploma with  
30 credits at Distinction including Mathematics 
and 15 credits at Merit. Please contact 
Undergraduate Admissions for advice regarding 
your Access course’s content.
English Language Profile E*
GCSEs Grade C or above in English Language 
and Mathematics 
Selection UCAS or Common Application 
Part-time study Not available 
Deferred entry Welcomed
*For details of English language profiles  
please visit bristol.ac.uk/study/
undergraduate/language-requirements 
†For information on contextual offers please 
visit bristol.ac.uk/study/undergraduate/
apply/#typical-contextual-offers

A degree in computer science from Bristol will 
open up a wide range of career opportunities. Our 
graduates are highly sought after for their unique 
range of skills, and find rewarding and exciting 
careers. This course will enable you to combine 
in-depth knowledge of computer systems, 
programming and applications, with a solid 
grounding in logical reasoning, design, problem-
solving and communication. 

The concentration of high-technology and creative 
industries in the Bristol region provides us with 
industrial staff, opportunities for student projects, 
scholarships, prizes, vacation work, and for 
many students their first job after graduating. 
Our links with industry form an integral part of 
our department and the learning environment 
that we provide for our students. Graduates 
have found employment in companies including 
Motorola, Vodafone, Google, Microsoft, IBM, 
Hewlett Packard, Logica, BAE systems, 
STMicroelectronics, GCHQ, Bloomberg and 
Electronic Arts.

What are my career prospects? Making your application 
It’s important that you demonstrate a genuine 
interest in your chosen computer science course, 
so please visit our website and read through the 
detailed information on the courses and units that 
we offer. When selecting applicants, we look for 
ability and potential rather than specific knowledge 
about computers. 

Advanced Extension Award (AEA) and Further 
Mathematics are not required, but would be helpful 
for your studies, particularly for the Joint Honours 
Mathematics and Computer Science courses. 
We don’t require A-level Computing/ICT. For the 
degree with Study in Continental Europe, you will 
need a language qualification at GCSE-standard 
or above. 

We welcome applications linked to the ‘Year in 
Industry’ scheme run by the Royal Academy of 
Engineering, www.etrust.org.uk.

Further information 
Find out more about the Department of Computer 
Science: bristol.ac.uk/computer-science. 

For details of the MEng courses in Computer 
Science and Electronics please visit our  
mini-website: bristol.ac.uk/engineering/
interdisciplinary/cse. 

95%
of graduates go on to work or 
further study within six months  
of graduating*
*Destination of Leavers from Higher Education survey 2011/12
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The information contained in this leaflet is correct at the time of 
printing (June 2014). Courses and facilities are liable to alter  
or be withdrawn at the University’s discretion.

If you need all or part of this 
publication in an alternative format 
please contact Customer Relations 
and Student Marketing
Tel +44 (0)117 331 7019 
Email ug-publications@bristol.ac.uk 

Contacts

Undergraduate Admissions Office 
Tel +44 (0)117 928 8150 
Fax +44 (0)117 331 7391 
Email eng-ug-admissions@bristol.ac.uk

Accommodation Office 
Tel +44 (0)117 954 6640 
Email accom-office@bristol.ac.uk 
bristol.ac.uk/accommodation

Disability Services 
Tel +44 (0)117 331 0444 
Email disability-services@bristol.ac.uk  
bristol.ac.uk/disability-services

International Advice and Support 
Tel +44 (0)117 331 8572 
Email os-as@bristol.ac.uk  
bristol.ac.uk/international-office

Student Funding Office 
Tel +44 (0)117 331 7972 
Email student-funding@bristol.ac.uk  
bristol.ac.uk/studentfunding

University guide to the city of Bristol 
bristol.ac.uk/citybristol

Undergraduate study website 
bristol.ac.uk/ug-study 

 Follow us on Twitter:  
 @ChooseBristolUG

 Become a Bristol VIP to receive  
 information tailored to your interests:  
 bristol.ac.uk/vip 
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